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Summary 
 

 On 13-16 July 2014, 16 seabird breeding colonies were surveyed from an 
inflatable boat between Powell River and Vancouver, British Columbia. Pelagic 
Cormorants (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) bred at 6 of 13 historic colonies and 1 newly-
described colony (351-368 nests). Double-crested Cormorants (P. auritus) bred at 1 of 3 
historic colonies and 1 newly-described colony (157-158 nests). Black Oystercatchers 
(Haematopus bachmani) were noted at all 3 historic and 7 newly-described locations (75 
adults). Glaucous-winged Gulls (Larus glaucescens) bred at 5 of 11 historic colonies and 
1 newly-described colony (1,189 adults). Pigeon Guillemots (Cepphus columba) were 
noted at all 6 historic colonies and 2 newly-described colonies (n = 75 birds).  

 
Introduction 

 
 On 13-16 July 2014, Carter Biological Consulting conducted a survey of seabird 
breeding colonies between Powell River and Vancouver, British Columbia. Two main 
goals of this survey were: (1) to obtain count data on breeding Pelagic Cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax pelagicus) and Double-crested Cormorants (P. auritus) for contributing 
to a complete survey of cormorant colonies in the Strait of Georgia in 2014 led by the 
British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
(BCMFLNRO; T. Chatwin); and (2) to obtain data on Glaucous-winged Gulls (Larus 
glaucescens), Pigeon Guillemots (Cepphus columba), and Black Oystercatchers 
(Haematopus bachmani) for the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS; M. Drever). Surveys 
of seabird breeding colonies are necessary throughout British Columbia to provide 
information to provincial and federal government management agencies for assessing 
major population changes over time, identifying conservation issues, and developing 
effective conservation actions.  
 
 Between Powell River and Vancouver, less than 40 small seabird colonies occur 
which have been surveyed infrequently and received little attention, although a few larger 
colonies have recently developed in the Vancouver area. Double-crested Cormorant 
surveys in the Vancouver area were last conducted in 2009-2010 (Adkins et al. 2014; H. 
Carter, unpubl. data). This species has received much attention in recent years due to 
continent-wide increases, fisheries-cormorant conflicts, and upcoming plans to disperse 
the largest colony on the west coast of North America at the mouth of the Columbia 
River (Oregon/Washington) in 2015. Long-term monitoring efforts in the United States 
now involve surveys every 5 years. The relatively small British Columbia population is 
considered to belong to the “western population” (i.e., west of the continental divide) 
which is being surveyed widely in 2014. Pelagic Cormorants also were last surveyed in 
the Vancouver area in 2009-2010, as part of long-term monitoring by BCMFLNRO (T. 
Chatwin and H. Carter, unpubl. data) but surveys of other colonies further north to 
Powell River had been last conducted in 2000 (Chatwin et al. 2002). There are many 
concerns about population decline and changing colony locations of Pelagic Cormorants 
in the Strait of Georgia (Chatwin et al. 2002, unpubl. data), as well as on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island (Carter et al. 2007; T. Chatwin, unpubl. data). The most recent 
published surveys in this entire area for Black Oystercatcher, Glaucous-winged Gull, and 
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Pigeon Guillemot were in 1986-1987 (Emms and Morgan 1989, Vermeer and Devito 
1989, Vermeer et al. 1989). However, in 2010, several Glaucous-winged Gull colonies in 
this area had been surveyed (Blight 2012). Consequently, little is known of the current 
status of these species in this region.  
 

Methods 
 
 To avoid disturbance to breeding seabirds and to efficiently survey widely-spaced 
small colonies in this region with limited time, surveys of seabird breeding colonies were 
conducted by observing birds and nests with 8x40 power binoculars from a 4.2 m 
inflatable Zodiac boat powered by a 20 hp outboard. Each colony was circumnavigated at 
slow speeds at a distance of 50-75 m from shore and all nests and birds seen were 
counted. Due to time constraints, surveys were focused mainly on covering all known 
Pelagic Cormorant and Double-crested Cormorant colonies in this region. However, other 
colonies of certain seabird species were also surveyed in transit between cormorant 
colonies, as time allowed.  
 
 For cormorants, nests were categorized as: (1) adult in incubation posture; (2) 
adult standing; (3) chicks visible; or (4) empty nests. At bridge colonies, probable nests 
also were counted when: (1) a standing adult was present and a nest was likely out of 
view; and (2) no adults were visible but much guano was present and a nest and adult 
were likely out of view. For Black Oystercatchers, Glaucous-winged Gulls and Pigeon 
Guillemots, numbers of adults were counted (or estimated by counting in groups of 5 or 
10 birds, especially for gulls where all nesting areas could not be viewed completely) and 
general observations indicating breeding status were recorded.  
 
 Anecdotal observations of Marbled Murrelets (Brachyramphus marmoratus), 
Common Murres (Uria aalge), Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), Harbour Seals 
(Phoca vitulina), and Steller Sea Lions (Eumatopias jubatus) were also recorded. 
 

Results & Discussion 
 

Survey Effort & Conditions 
       
 A total of 16 seabird colonies between Powell River and Vancouver were 
surveyed on 13-16 July 2014 (Table 1). On 13 July (06:00-16:15 [PDT]), 6 colonies 
between Madeira Park (Pender Harbour area) and the Lion’s Gate Bridge were surveyed 
by Harry Carter (HRC) and Emma Carter (EMJC). On 14 July (07:00-15:15), 6 colonies 
between Powell River and Madeira Park were surveyed by HRC and EMJC. On 16 July 
(08:30-14:33), 4 colonies in the Vancouver area were surveyed by HRC, Mark Drever 
(MD) and Luke Halpin (LRH). Excellent weather conditions (i.e., little or no wind and no 
rain or fog) occurred during surveys, allowing coverage of large areas on 13 and 14 July. 
Minor researcher disturbance of breeding seabirds occurred but this did not affect birds 
attending nests. On occasion, small numbers of Pigeon Guillemots were flushed from the 
water, and some roosting and non-nest attending cormorants and gulls were flushed. A 
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few Harbour Seals also flushed into the water when approached within 50-200 m at 
certain haul-out sites.  Steller Sea Lions on 1 haul-out site did not flush.   
 
 Human disturbance (non-researcher) of breeding seabirds was not detected during 
the survey (although see Pelagic Cormorant below for bridge issues). A helicopter 
departed from Sisters Rocks at 12:50 on 14 July, about 5 minutes before the survey, but 
few birds were breeding or present there. A small fishing boat was observed about 50-
100 m off Pam Rocks on 13 July but birds did not flush or appear agitated. The old and 
faded Migratory Bird Sanctuary sign on the north side of Christie Islet had been knocked 
over, while the sign on the south side was missing. An old blue sign without visible 
words was still present. Old signs need to be removed and replaced with new signs at 
Christie Islet. Many houses had been built on the Trail Islands and Passage Island; human 
disturbance and introduced mammals (cats and dogs) likely prevent current breeding by 
some seabirds at these locations.   
 
 Relatively small numbers of Bald Eagles were observed during surveys but none 
were seen chasing seabirds or harassing colonies. At the Trail Islands, 8 eagles (4 adults 
and 4 juveniles) were observed at the east island, 1 adult eagle was seen flying off the 
east-center island, and 1 adult eagle was seen flying off the west island. At Vivian Island, 
2 adult eagles were roosting; at nearby Rebecca Rock, 2 adult eagles also roosted. One 
adult eagle was observed flying off the north end of Merry Island at 06:42, just before our 
survey. 

 
Pelagic Cormorant 
 
 Breeding was documented at 6 of 13 historic colonies examined and 1 newly-
described colony was found at Mouat Islands; breeding did not occur at 7 other historic 
colonies where no empty nests were observed (Table 2; Chatwin et al. 2002). A total of 
351-368 nests were counted; the 4 largest colonies accounted for 86-95% of this total (i.e., 
32-35% Second Narrows Bridge; 23-26% Burrard Street Bridge; 21-23% Granville Street 
Bridge; and 10-11% at McRae Islets). One historic colony found in 2010 at Rock near 
Rabbit Island was not surveyed in 2014. 
 
 At the Second Narrows Bridge, numbers of nests were lower in 2014 (116-123) 
than when last surveyed in 2010 (172 nests; H.R. Carter, unpubl. data). In both years, 
excellent nest counts occurred by timing the survey at slack tide, such that survey 
conditions did not greatly affect counts. Additional work is needed to reassess nest 
categories used for difficult-to-view nests that may slightly affect the difference between 
counts. Bridge construction to install a walkway beside the roadway was underway in 
2014 but by the time of the survey had been restricted to the north end of the bridge, 
outside of nesting areas. Completion of walkway construction in the colony area was 
scheduled for after the breeding season. An observer was present to detect any 
disturbance to cormorants but none had been noted. Bald Eagles were not noted during 
the 2014 survey.  Eagles were noted flying near the bridge in 2010 and may have had 
some predation impacts in 2011-2013. 
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 Numbers of nests at the Granville Street Bridge in 2014 (77-80) were lower than 
when last surveyed in 2010 (127; H.R. Carter, unpubl. data). A similar pattern was found 
at the Burrard Street Bridge (2014: 85-91 nests vs. 2010: 137 nests). In both years, good 
nests counts occurred, such that survey conditions did not greatly affect counts but 
additional work is needed to reassess nest categories used for difficult-to-view nests that 
may slightly affect the difference between counts. However, the amount of the Burrard 
Street Bridge that had been covered with netting (to prevent fouling of boats) and 
prevented cormorant nesting appeared to be greater in 2014 (about 50% of the bridge) 
versus 2010. Human disturbance also likely occurred at the Burrard Street Bridge in 2014. 
Vancouver resident and seabird biologist H. Knechtel (pers. comm.) observed and heard 
constant banging of a jackhammer on the bridge within 25 m of the breeding colony in 
April-June. More work is needed to investigate what construction projects were occurring 
at this time.   

 Numbers of nests at McRae Islets has increased from 2010 (22) to 2014 (38). A 
lack of breeding was found at Passage Island in 2014 which was an active colony (21 
nests) when last surveyed in 2000. However, 9 birds (3 subadults, 6 adults) were roosting 
in 2014. Three other colonies were not active in 2000 and 2014 but roosting birds were 
noted in 2014: (1) Vivian Island & Rebecca Rock - 1 adult (on Vivian Island); (2) Sisters 
Rocks – 15 (11 adults, 4 subadult); and (3) Prospect Point & Siwash Rock – 12 (8 adults, 
4 subadults) on the south foot of the Lion’s Gate Bridge and 3 on intertidal rocks between 
Prospect Point and Siwash Rock.  About 5 birds also were observed foraging in the 
waters between Prospect Point and Siwash Rock and 3 single birds were observed flying 
east into Burrard Inlet. These birds may have belonged to the Second Narrows Bridge 
colony, 8.5 km to the east.  
 
Double-crested Cormorant 
 
 Breeding was documented at 1 of 3 historic colonies and 1 newly-described 
colony was found at Second Narrows Bridge; breeding did not occur at 2 other historic 
colonies (Table 3; Chatwin et al. 2002). A total of 157-158 nests were counted. Most 
(90%) nests occurred on the Second Narrows Bridge but 16 nests (15 empty) were noted 
on the nearby Second Narrows Bridge Power Tower. Birds potentially from the bridge 
colony were seen as far west as Bowen Island: (1) 4 birds (2 adults on the water, 1 adult 
roosting and 1 adult flying) off Prospect Point & Siwash Rock on 13 July; (2) 1 flying 
east off Point Atkinson; and (3) 1 adult on the water off the south side of Bowen Island. 
The only other bird seen was 1 subadult roosting at the Mouat Islands. Historic colonies 
at Sand Heads and Westshore Terminal Range Lights were not surveyed in 2014. 
 
 When the Second Narrows Bridge area was last surveyed in 2010, breeding 
occurred only on the power tower and not on the bridge (H.R. Carter, unpubl. data). 
Apparently, most of the colony had moved from the power tower to the bridge by 2014, 
with only a vestige still remaining on the power tower. They primarily nest on the cross 
beams under the roadway where more space is available for their large stick nest 
structures (typically laid on flat surfaces) and easier access is available for adults. The 
colony area on the bridge did not appear to be affected by bridge walkway construction at 
the north end of the bridge in 2014 (see Pelagic Cormorant above). Empty nests on the 
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power tower versus many nests with chicks on the bridge indicated that reproductive 
failure had occurred on the tower in 2014 (and likely in other years since 2010), most 
likely due to Bald Eagle predation and possibly power tower maintenance. More work is 
needed to investigate human activities that also may have affected breeding at the power 
tower.  
 
Black Oystercatcher 
 
 Presence was noted at 10 locations, including 3 historic locations noted during a 
1987 survey (Vermeer et al. 1989) and 7 newly-described locations (Table 4). Breeding 
habitat existed at all 10 locations but no nests were observed and chicks were seen only at 
Christie Islet. A total of 75 adults were counted. 
  
Glaucous-winged Gull 
 
 Breeding was documented at 5 of 11 historic colonies noted during a 1986 survey 
(Vermeer and Devito 1989) and 1 newly-described colony was found at Unnamed Island-
SE Cape Cockburn (Table 5). Presence without breeding was documented at the 4 other 
historic colonies (Vivian Island & Rebecca Rock, Sisters Rocks, Second Narrows Bridge 
and Burrard Street Bridge) while no gulls were noted at 2 other historic colonies (Passage 
Island and Prospect Point & Siwash Rock). Several small colonies around Stanley Park 
and downtown Vancouver, north of Point Atkinson, north of Pender Harbour, around 
Lasqueti Island and off Powell River that had been noted in 1986 were not surveyed in 
2014. A total of about 1,189 birds were counted but, at larger colonies, numbers were 
estimated roughly because not all areas of the island or rock could be viewed from the 
boat. 
 
 At the bridge colonies, more work is needed to re-examine past data to determine 
how nests were counted or estimated, before proper comparisons can be made. In 2014, 
adult gulls were counted on the bridges in areas where nests could have occurred but 
been out of view. Without observing even one nest during a careful search from a boat 
under the bridges, all birds on bridges were assumed to not be breeding in 2014. However, 
nest abandonment may have occurred earlier in the year. A lack of apparent nesting in 
2014 also may have reflected human disturbance or specific efforts to discourage gull 
nesting on the bridges but extensive nesting by cormorants suggested that human 
disturbance did not occur for most of the breeding areas on the bridges.  
 
 Breeding failures (i.e., relatively large numbers of adults standing on apparent 
territories but few or no chicks or incubating adults) were apparent at McRae Islet, 
Unnamed Island-SE Cape Cockburn, Mouat Islands, Franklin Rock & Merry Island, and 
White Islets. Large declines in nest numbers were noted between 1986 and 2010 at 
Christie Islet & Pam Rocks, Franklin Rock & Merry Island, Passage Island and White 
Islets (Blight 2012). However, numbers of nests counted in 2010 roughly accounted for 
the rough counts of adults noted in 2014, except at Pam Rocks where 25 nests were 
counted in 2010 but only 10 adults (only 1 adult in incubation posture on a nest) were 
noted in 2014. At Vivian Island, a lack of nesting occurred in 2010 (Blight 2012), which 



 7 

also appeared to occur in 2014 when small numbers of adults (40) were not standing on 
territories and roosted only. Successful reproduction by many pairs was apparent only at 
Christie Islet in 2014.   
 
Pigeon Guillemot 
 
 Presence was documented at 6 historic colonies noted during a 1987 survey 
(Emms and Morgan 1989) and 2 newly-described colonies at NW Davis Bay on the NW 
coast of Texada Island (49.722979 N; -124.621568 W) and Franklin Rock & Merry 
Island (Table 6); breeding was “confirmed” (bird carrying a fish) only at Christie Islet.  A 
total of 75 birds were counted. Counts at 4 colonies occurred before 09:00 (when counts 
are usually highest); at 4 other colonies counts occurred between 09:00 and 12:00, when 
counts typically are a bit lower. One bird was noted on the water below the Second 
Narrows Bridge but breeding was not suspected. Other than at colonies, guillemots were 
only noted one other time during the survey. On 14 July, 2 guillemots were seen in a 
small feeding flock south of the Unnamed Island-SE Cape Cockburn.  
 
Other Observations 
 
 A total of 469 Harbour Seals were documented at 4 locations, while 15 Steller Sea 
Lions were noted only at Unnamed Island-SE Cape Cockburn (Table 7). Marbled 
Murrelets were observed in only two areas: (1) 13 July (07:10-07:17) between Merry 
Island and Trail Islands – 9 on water in groups of 1-2 birds; and (2) 14 July (07:55-07:59) 
south of Unnamed Island-SE Cape Cockburn – 16 on the water in groups of 2-4 birds. On 
13 July, single Common Murres were observed: (1) at 08:08 between Trail Islands (east 
island) and White Islets - in breeding plumage and molting its primaries; and (2) at 13:36 
off Worlcombe Island, SW of Bowen Island – in breeding plumage (molt status not 
determined). On 14 July, another single murre in breeding plumage was observed off the 
SW side of Vivian Island; it had not begun primary molt and did not fly or dive when we 
were within 5 m but otherwise appeared to be healthy. On 2 July 1974, 5 murres were 
also seen roosting intertidally at Vivian Island (Carter et al. 2001).   
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Table 1. Seabird breeding colonies surveyed between Powell River and Vancouver, 
British Columbia, in July 2014. Colonies are presented in north to south order. 
 

Breeding Seabirds1 Colony 
Name 

Survey 
Date 

Time 
(PDT) PECO  DCCO BLOY GWGU 

 
PIGU 

Vivian Island & 
Rebecca Rock 

14 July 10:11-
10:52 

P(HB)2 - P P(HB) P 

McRae Islet 14 July 08:35-
08:52 

B - P B - 

Unnamed Island 
(SE Cape 
Cockburn) 

14 July 08:00-
08:06 

- - P B P 

NW Davis Bay 14 July  11:20-
11:25 

- - - - P 

Mouat Islands 14 July 12:00-
12:22 

B P P B - 

Sisters Islets 14 July 12:56-
13:09 

P(HB) - P P(HB) - 

Franklin Rock & 
Merry Island 

13 July 06:42-
06:59 

HB HB P B - 

Trail Islands 13 July 07:22-
07:53 

HB - P - P 

White Islets 13 July 08:12-
08:23 

B - P B P 

Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks 

13 July 09:55-
-10:25 

B HB B B B 

Passage Island 13 July 11:16-
11:26  

P(HB) - P HB P 

Prospect Point & 
Siwash Rock 

13 July 12:00-
12:10 

P(HB) P - HB - 

Second Narrows 
Bridge 

16 July 08:30-
10:00 

B B - P(HB) P 

Second Narrows 
Bridge Power 
Tower 

16 July 10:15-
10:20 

- B - - - 

Burrard Street 
Bridge 

16 July 13:22-
14:00 

B - - P(HB) - 

Granville Street 
Bridge 

16 July 14:00-
14:33 

B - - P - 

1 Species abbreviations: PECO (Pelagic Cormorant); DCCO (Double-crested Cormorant); BLOY (Black 
Oystercatcher); GWGU (Glaucous-winged Gull); and PIGU (Pigeon Guillemot).  
2 B, breeding; P, present; HB, historical breeding; -, breeding never reported.   
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Table 2. Pelagic Cormorant nest counts at known breeding colonies between Powell 
River and Vancouver, British Columbia, in July 2014.  
 

Colony 
Name 

Adult in 
incubation 

posture 

Adult  
standing 

Chicks 
visible 

Empty 
Nests 

Total 
Nests 

Vivian Island 
& Rebecca 
Rock 

0 0 0 0 0 

McRae Islet 19 17 1 1 38 
Mouat Islands1 7 6 2 2 17 
Sisters Islets 0 0 0 0 0 
Franklin Rock 
& Merry Island 

0 0 0 0 0 

Trail Islands 0 0 0 0 0 
White Islets 0 1 0 0 1 
Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks2 

11 4 1 1 17 

Passage Island  0 0 0 0 0 
Prospect Point 
& Siwash Rock 

0 0 0 0 0 

Second 
Narrows 
Bridge 

51 50-583 15 0 116-124 

Burrard Street 
Bridge 

14 52-56 15 4-64 85-91 

Granville 
Street Bridge 

15 35-38 22 5 77-80 

Total 117 165-180 56 13-15 351-368 
1 Breeding first noted at this location on this survey. 
2 Nesting only on Christie Islet. 
3 Upper end of range includes sites with standing birds observed but nests likely were out of view.  
4 Upper end of range includes sites with much guano present but nests likely were out of view.    
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Table 3. Double-crested Cormorant nest counts at known breeding colonies between 
Powell River and Vancouver, British Columbia, in July 2014.  
 

Colony 
Name 

Adult in 
incubation 

posture 

Adult  
standing 

Chicks 
visible 

Empty 
Nests  

 

Total 
Nests 

Franklin Rock & 
Merry Island 

0 0 0 0 0 

Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks 

0 0 0 0 0 

Second Narrows 
Bridge Power 
Tower 

0 1 0 15 16 

Second Narrows 
Bridge1 

71 40-412 29 0 141-142 

Total 72 40-41 29 0 157-158 
1 Breeding first noted at this location on this survey. 
2 Upper end of range includes sites with a standing bird observed but the nest likely was out of view.  
 
Table 4. Black Oystercatcher counts at known breeding colonies between Powell River 
and Vancouver, British Columbia, in July 2014.  

 
Colony 
Name 

No. of 
Adults   

Notes 

Vivian Island & 
Rebecca Rock1 

4 On land. 

McRae Islet1 7 On land. 
Unnamed Island 
(SE Cape 
Cockburn)1 

16 7 on land; 9 flying. 

Mouat Islands1 16 North islets: 2 on west islet; 6 on east islet. South 
islet: 5 roosting (intertidal); 3 on land 

Sisters Islets 5 NW rock: 3 on land. Main Rock: 2 on land.  
Franklin Rock & 
Merry Island 

10 Franklin Rock: 2 on land. Merry Island: 8 on land. 

Trail Islands1 1 On west-center island. 
White Islets 2  
Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks1 

13 South Rock: 1 on land. Pam Rock: 6 on land. Christie 
Islet: 4 on land (2 adults accompanied 2 large 
chicks); 1 roost (intertidal); 1 flying.   

Passage Island1 1 On land at south point. 
Total 75  

1 Not noted at these locations during a 1987 survey (Vermeer et al. 1989). 
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Table 5. Glaucous-winged Gull counts at known breeding colonies between Powell River 
and Vancouver, British Columbia, in July 2014.  
 

Colony 
Name 

No. of 
Birds  

Notes   

Vivian Island & 
Rebecca Rock 

~40 Roosting on the north point only. 

McRae Islet ~200 A few downy chicks seen. A few adults in incubation 
posture, most standing. 

Unnamed Island 
(SE Cape 
Cockburn)1 

~300 Several downy chicks and 1 gawky-downy chick 
seen; 5 adults in incubation posture on nests. Most 
adults standing and not nesting. 

Mouat Islands ~133 North islets: 23 roosting on west islet; 10 standing 
(not nesting) on east islet. South islet: ~100 in nesting 
area with several downy chicks seen. 

Sisters Islets 4 NW rock: 4 roosting. Main Rock: none.  
Franklin Rock & 
Merry Island 

~100 Franklin Rock: ~100 adults present; most standing 
but 2 downy chicks seen. Merry Island: none. 

White Islets ~200 ~200 counted but most roosting; 17 adults in 
incubation posture on nests.  

Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks 

~191 South Rock: 1 adult in incubation posture on nest. 
Pam Rock: 10 adults (but only 1 adult in incubation 
posture on nest). Christie Islet: ~180 adults and 24 
downy and gawky-downy chicks seen.   

Passage Island 0 None roosting. 
Prospect Point & 
Siwash Rock 

0 None roosting. 

Second Narrows 
Bridge 

16 Single adults scattered over bridge; did not appear to 
be nesting but a few nests may be present. At nearby 
railway bridge, 43 roosting (1/3 immature) and 35 on 
water; none nesting. 

Burrard Street 
Bridge 

3 Single adults; did not appear to be nesting but a few 
nests may be present.  

Granville Street 
Bridge1 

2 Single adults; did not appear to be nesting but a few 
nests may be present. 

Total 1,189  
1 Not noted at these locations during a 1986 survey (Vermeer and Devito 1989). 
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Table 6. Pigeon Guillemot counts at known breeding colonies between Powell River and 
Vancouver, British Columbia, in July 2014.  
 

Colony 
Name 

No. of 
Birds  

Notes   

Vivian Island & 
Rebecca Rock 

17 Vivian Island: 12 on water, 5 in nesting area. 
Rebecca Rock: none. 

NW Davis Bay1 8 On land in nesting habitat on cliffs. 
Unnamed Island 
(SE Cape 
Cockburn) 

7 5 in water, 1 roosting (intertidal), 1 flying. 

Franklin Rock & 
Merry Island1 

9 Franklin Rock: none. Merry Island: 9 on water off 
east side. 

Trail Islands 3 On water off west islet.  
White Islets 7 3 in nesting area, 4 on water.  
Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks 

22 South Rock: none. Pam Rock: 2 on water. Christie 
Islet: 9 in nesting area, 10 on water, 1 flying with fish 
(i.e., chick feeding).    

Passage Island 1 On water. 
Second Narrows 
Bridge 

1 On water; probably not nesting.  

Total 75  
1 Not noted at these locations during a 1987 survey (Emms and Morgan 1989).  
 
 
Table 7. Harbour Seal and Steller Sea Lion haul-out sites surveyed between Powell River 
and Vancouver, British Columbia, in July 2014.  
 
Colony Name Species No. of 

individuals 
Notes 

Vivian Island & 
Rebecca Rock 

Harbour 
Seal 

310 Vivian Island: ~120 on south point. 
Rebecca Rock: ~190. 

McRae Islet Steller Sea 
Lion 

15 On south rock. 

Mouat Islands Harbour 
Seal 

69 North Islets: west – 10; east – 19. South 
Islet: ~40. 

Sisters Islets Harbour 
Seal 

50 NW rock: 10. Lighthouse Rock: ~40. 

Christie Islet & 
Pam Rocks 

Harbour 
Seal 

40 South Rocks: 0. Pam Rock: 10. North 
Rocks: 30. Christie Islet: 0. 

Total  Harbour 
Seal 

469  

Total  Steller 
Sea Lion 

15  

 


